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About AWANA
The purpose of the AWANA ministry is to reach boys and girls with the Gospel of Christ and train them to serve Him. The AWANA ministry at Cross Pointe Baptist Church works in unison with other ministries at Cross Pointe to help your child learn about Jesus and to grow in Him. Consequently you will see that being active in other children’s ministries can help your child in AWANA by helping them pass some sections and activities in their handbook.

AWANA Times
The AWANA ministry at Cross Pointe Baptist Church is held on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 8:00 pm. A light supper is served from 5:30 to 6:00, with a suggested donation of $2 per person. Parents are asked to stay with or not drop off their children before 6:00.

AWANA Club Age Groups
The AWANA ministry at Cross Pointe Baptist Church has the following clubs:

· Cubbies – 3 & 4 year olds (must be 3 by September 1, and potty trained)
· Sparks – Kindergarten – 2nd Grade
· Truth & Training – 3rd – 6th Grade

Information / Registration
All children who participate in the AWANA ministry at Cross Pointe Baptist Church MUST have a completed information form and medical release form on file with the child’s AWANA leader.

Security

Because of security concerns, parents are required to bring their children into the building when dropping them off and come in to pick them up. No child will be allowed to leave the building without a parent or guardian picking them up. No child will be released to anyone other than their parent or guardian without prior permission from the parent or guardian.

Accident/Illness Policy

If a child gets ill while at AWANA, we will try to contact the parent. A medical release form must be submitted for each child during the registration process. This release will be used in the event of an emergency when parents cannot be contacted.

Wellness Policy
As we all know, sickness can keep going around with children affecting not only the other children in the AWANA groups, but your family and other families as the illness goes “back and forth” between children. Here is our established health policy for the AWANA ministry.

Children SHOULD NOT attend AWANA if they have any of the following:

· Fever – 100 degrees or higher within the last 24 hours
· Vomiting within the last 24 hours
· Diarrhea within the last 24 hours
· Runny nose if accompanied by other symptoms and/or colored discharge
· Bad cough – coughing increases the chance of infection being spread to others
· Any rash that is suspected to be contagious
· If your child is prescribed an antibiotic they must have been on the antibiotic for a minimum of 48 hours prior to attending AWANA
What to Bring to AWANA

Leaders and Children should always wear their uniforms to club meetings. Children should also bring their Bible, handbook, and club dues each week.  

Costs

Children are expected to pay for uniforms and materials before those items are distributed. The payment includes costs for uniforms, books, dues, items for the AWANA store, and the Cubbies bag. The cost is $35 per child. If paying the full amount up front is an issue, payments can be arranged with approval of the Commander.  Meals are not included in either option and are available for a suggested donation of $2 per child or $8 maximum per family per week. 
Discipline

Discipline at AWANA clubs is based on a 5 count and a 3 count:

5 Count – When an AWANA leader counts to 5 it is a signal to all children, leaders, and parents to be quiet.

3 Count – If a child is still not quiet at the end of the 5 count, or is being disruptive or disrespectful at any time they may receive a 3 count, which works as follows:

1 Count – Warning. If the child stops the inappropriate action no further action is taken.

2 Count – The child is talked to by the Director and/or Commander. The child may sit out the current activity.

3 Count – The child’s parents are contacted and the child may be taken home. 

Note – 1 & 2 counts do not carry over from week to week. However, repeated 3 counts for the same issue or any actions that could potentially harm other children or leaders may result in the child not being allowed to attend AWANA.
At no time will a leader physically or verbally abuse a child. Spanking is the choice and responsibility of the parents. If your child claims to have been hit or otherwise abused by a leader, contact the Commander immediately!

Weather Policy (cancellation)
The weather policy at Cross Pointe Baptist is quite simple. If Sioux Falls schools are closed due to weather, AWANA will also be cancelled. If parents do not feel that conditions are safe for their children to be out, it is the parent’s decision to keep their children home. The final decision in attendance belongs to the parent or guardian.

If AWANA is cancelled, the information will be broadcast on KNWC radio 1270AM and 96.5FM and posted on the Cross Pointe website at www.crosspointesf.com. The station will be notified by 4:00 and they normally announce cancellations every ½ hour.

AWANA Store
Children can earn shares (AWANA Bucks) by completing Bible drills and activities. These shares can be used in the AWANA Store to purchase various items. Your child is responsible for keeping their shares. Lost shares will not be replaced. Items can be purchased through the AWANA Store several times during the AWANA year. Store nights will be announced in advance.
AWANA Bible Quiz
Each year there is a regional Bible Quiz for 3rd – 6th graders. To participate in the Bible Quiz, the child must reach certain “milestones” in their handbooks and agree to attend practices for the quizzing. Information about these events will be made available prior to the event. Our club’s participation will depend on the interest and dedication of the child and is determined on a year-by-year basis.

AWANA Games / Spark-A-Rama
Historically, Cross Pointe Baptist has participated in these regional activities. If there is enough interest by the children, we anticipate participating again this year. In order to do this we need committed volunteers to organize and prepare for the competition. If you are interested please contact the AWANA commander. If we participate you will receive information on the event as it becomes available.

AWANA Grand Prix

The AWANA Grand Prix gives the 2nd through 6th grade children and their parents the opportunity to work together to make a pinewood derby car and then race it against other children to win trophies. There will be a requirement to have passed a certain number of handbook sections in order to compete. This is a fun event for the entire family, and parents and siblings are encouraged to attend. Car kits and instructions are included in the annual fee. 

Service
Youth are not too young to serve our Lord Jesus. As children “graduate” from the older clubs and meet certain criteria, they are given the opportunity to serve in the younger AWANA clubs (Cubbies, Sparks, T&T). Youth must display the following characteristics to be eligible to serve:

· Must have made a public profession of faith, accepting Jesus as Savior

· Must be faithfully attending church and/or youth activities weekly

· Must show a willingness to assist others in their group to work through their handbook
· Must show respect to the AWANA leaders and others
· Must wear their AWANA uniform consistently
· Additional criteria may be determined by the commander
Approved youth will be given the opportunity to serve throughout the 

AWANA year. 

Youth are also encouraged to participate in the middle school and high school youth group. The middle school youth group meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM and the high school group meets at 7:30 PM. Because “middle school” begins with 6th grade, 6th graders are given the option of attending their last year of AWANA or moving into the middle school group.
Missions
Jesus commands us to go and teach all nations. The AWANA ministry at Cross Pointe Baptist Church encourages children to bring an offering for missions during our “Adopt a Club” campaign. In doing this, our AWANA children will be assisting AWANA clubs in other countries.

There will be nights where the emphasis is on missions, focusing on the needs of other countries and the missionaries who serve there. With this emphasis, it is our prayer that the children will grow with a desire to serve and to help missions work, reaching others for Christ.

CALENDAR   2011  -  2012
August 
31..………First Night of AWANA



September
14…..……Parents Night





21………..Bring a Friend 
October 
26………..Harvest Night
November
16………..Thankful Night (Bring canned
goods for offering)
23………..No AWANA (Thanksgiving)

December
21………..Winter Carnival (Bring gifts to 




donate to charity)

28………..No AWANA (Christmas)

January
4...……….Bring a Friend / Crazy Hair
February
1…………Adopt a Club kickoff

tbd….……Bible Quiz (Local – Sat.)
9…………Red & White Night (Valentines)

15………..No AWANA (In Service Day)
tbd...……..Bible Quiz Finals (Sat.)

March
7..………..International Night (Missions)


Tbd.……..(Saturday) AWANA Games
April 
11……..…Backwards Night

25………..Last Regular Night of AWANA


28………..(Saturday) Grand Prix Prep
May

2…………Awards Night

  

9..………..Grand Prix

